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May Meeting Summary 

For those that weren’t able to attend the May General Meeting you missed out on a great one. Rich Harris the 

head biologist for our sheep, goat, moose, and now pronghorn, provided a wonderful summary of the current 

population status statewide and a closer look at some of our local herds. Devon Combstock also talked about 

several of our local sheep and goat herds. I’ll try my best to provide a short summary of some of the interesting 

things I learned from Mr. Harris’ presentation, if I mess up some of the facts I apologize (all the more reason to 

show up in person and hear it straight from the source). 

Bighorns: The bighorns we shipped to Utah has already experienced some mortally (5) due to cougar predation, 

which was subsequently lethally removed. The remaining sheep are doing well. All of the sheep captured at 

Chelan Butte this winter were tested and are disease free.  

 

The Mt. Hull herd has experienced 11 suspicious deaths so far in 2019, 9 of them were rams, WDFW tested 6 of 

them, all 6 came back positive for M. Ovi (Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae) a harmful bacterium that can cause 

respiratory disease (pneumonia). Current plan is to continue monitoring.  

The Wenatchee-Okanogan National Forest is currently going through NEPA for commercial sheep grazing on 

national forest lands. There is only one remaining commercial sheep producer in the state and they have leases 

near two of our bighorn sheep herds, Cleman and Swakane herds. WDFW is currently working with hobby 

farmers to provide them with an option to buy certified M. Ovi free sheep.  

Mountain Goats: All the goats removed from the Olympic National Park and relocated to the west Cascades 

were done so in areas outside of the national parks (also outside of current hunt areas). Some goats have stayed 

very close to where they were released others have wandered quite far (30+ miles). The plan is for two more 

rounds of relocations this summer, then they’ll proceed with lethal removal. There may be some opportunities 

for sportsmen to participate in the lethal removal.  

WDFW is trying to fund a sightability study (helicopter) for the south shore of Lake Chelan this summer and 

the north shore next summer. The boat surveys are much less accurate.  

WDFW estimates there are approximately 240 mountain goats around St. Helens based on recent surveys 

More recent surveys of the Enchantment area, both ground based and aerial (helicopter), revealed that most 

goats are visible around the trails in the area and that there aren’t “lots” of additional goats hanging out away 

from people, as suspected. The overall population is less than 100 could probably sustain a hunt or to but 

wouldn’t help the overall human conflict issues in the area.  

Overall state populations are holding steady or increasing. We’re still in a phase of recovery from over harvest 

during the mid to late 1900s.   



Moose: After years of population growth in the NE part of Washington it appears the moose numbers are 

declining. Based on WDFW studies this is both a combination of multiple factors including additional predator 

impacts and nutritional declines (some areas moose are over carrying capacity). Expect several more years of 

decline before the population stabilizes. Some expansion is likely to continue, especially in areas of recent burns 

(ie Okanogan and Chelan counties).  

Pronghorn: Recent archeological evidence suggests they were in Eastern Washington historically, though in low 

numbers. They are considered game animals (per the WAC) but there are no seasons opened. Two groups, one 

released by the Colville tribe near Omak Lake, one released by the Yakama’s near Toppenish. Both groups of 

moved partially off of their respective reservations. The ones near Toppenish have moved further east near 

Mabton and Prosser. A portion of the ones released near Omak Lake have gone south into Douglas county 

(some apparently are near Rock Island Grade Rd). WDFW is currently seeking public input on pronghorn 

management. https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-risk/species-recovery/pronghorn-antelope-management 

Colockum Bird Feeder Work Party 

On June 9, several members volunteered to replace a winter bird feeder that had been destroyed by a falling 

tree. It turned out to be a perfect day, green grass, gentle breeze, song birds galore, and some great elk viewing. 

Over 60 cows and calves came feeding my our work during the late morning. It appeared that only about 20% 

of the cows had given birth yet.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June General Meeting, June 18th, 2019: TBD. 6:30pm at the United Steelworkers Union Hall, 180 Rock Island 

Road, East Wenatchee.  

June Fence building (WDFW).  

Youth Hunting and Fishing Day. September 14, 2019. Our third annual event focused on getting youth 

interested in the outdoors and giving them some of the skills they’ll need to but successful, hunters, anglers, 

outdoors enthusiasts, and most important, conservationists! NCW Gun Club. Stay tuned for more details on 

volunteer opportunities.  

2020 Game Feed Fundraiser. Feb 29th, 2020. Mark it on your calendar, you won’t want to miss it! 


